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MEDIA RELEASE

Friday 10 June, 2011
New job, new life! A refugee story

WISE Employment and Darwin’s refugee community will come together as part of the Melaleuca Refugee Centre Film Fundraiser for World Refugee Week 19 – 25 June to premiere  ‘New Job, New life’ at the Deckchair Cinema on Thursday 16 June from 6.30pm onwards..

‘New job. New Life - A journey of courage and determination’ is a short documentary-style film featuring participants of the DiversityWISE Program, a unique WISE Employment program that supports Darwin’s refugee community to find and retain employment. 

Emadeldin Hassan, Pascal Kabwit and Savera Harerimana  tell their stories of resettlement in Australia and we hear from two employers about their experience of employing people from the refugee/migrant community.

Producer, Danielle Parker said “We wanted to show people that refugees and migrants are just like all other Australians. They have families to support, dreams for their children and themselves and hopes for a future with promise, opportunity and a feeling of safety.” 
Mahongo Fumbelo, DiversityWISE Program Coordinator, says that while local employers can benefit from recruiting their staff from the refugee community, it has a hugely positive impact on the job seeker as well. 

“Darwin has a very transient population and DiversityWISE can help to fill the skills shortage gap, by referring clients who are keen to work, reliable and committed.”
“Many of Australia’s refugees are marginalised and come to Australia after experiencing torture, trauma and an environment where work life was severely disrupted,” says Mahongo. 

”Employment has such a big impact on a person’s self esteem and sense of worth, and plays an important part in helping people feel that they are contributing to society.”

The DVD has been produced with funding from the Northern Territory Government’s Multicultural Affairs Sponsorship Program (MASP).

This innovative new program is an initiative of WISE Employment, a not-for-profit community services organisation, in partnership with Chamber of Commerce Northern Territory, Melaleuca Refugee Centre, Multicultural Council of the Northern Territory and the Northern Territory Government.
For interview opportunity or further information, please contact:
Georgina Liew – Marketing and Communications Manager

Mobile: 0400 503 713

© WISE Employment Ltd 2011

Our Partners
Chamber of Commerce Northern Territory 

Established in 1957, the Chamber of Commerce NT is the largest employer association in the Territory, representing over 1300 businesses that employ more than 26,000 Territorians. The Chamber is an independent, not for profit and non-government body and its offices span the entire Territory.
http://www.chambernt.com.au 
Melaleuca Refugee Centre


Melaleuca Refugee Centre is a community-controlled, not-for-profit Association operating out of Darwin. Established in 1996, it provides an environment for resettlement and healing of refugee survivors of torture and trauma, their families and communities through confidential, high quality, holistic services.  

http://www.melaleuca.org.au/
Multicultural Council of the Northern Territory (MCNT)

The MCNT is a community-based non-profit organisation that advocates and provides direct services for individuals, families and communities from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds in Darwin, particularly recently arrived migrants and refugees, to ensure social inclusion and economic participation.

http://www.mcnt.org.au/ 

Northern Territory Government 

The Northern Territory Government acknowledges the contribution of multiculturalism in shaping our community and our great territory lifestyle. The Office of Multicultural Affairs in the Department of the Chief Minister provides coordination for the government on multicultural community issues and delivers support to multicultural organisations. 
http://www.nt.gov.au/ 
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