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MEDIA RELEASE

Friday 18 March, 2011
Harmony Day celebrations in full swing for Wasmi!
Wasmi used to be a car mechanic in Iraq before settling in Australia.
This Harmony Day will be a special celebration for Wasmi after he secured a job at ATA Fleet in Mt Druitt with the help of WISE Employment. 
WISE Employment is a not-for-profit organisation, providing specialist employment services to members of some of our most marginalised communities since 1992.

Sharon Howard is an Employer Liaison Officer at WISE Employment and believes that Harmony Day is an important event on the calendar as it gives people the opportunity to celebrate what makes each Australian unique and share what we have in common.

“We are so excited for Wasmi,” explains Sharon.” We have been working with him for a number of months, helping him to complete an English course, gain his drivers license and search for employment.”

“Wasmi has a qualification as a car mechanic in Iraq and was very keen to stay in the industry, but his qualifications aren’t recognised in Australia.”

“ATA Fleet is a very supportive employer and is committed to helping Wasmi settle into his new job and will help him to go through the process of having his certificates recognised here.”
Harmony Day is celebrated around Australia on 21 March each year. It's a day where all Australians celebrate our cultural diversity. The day is also the United Nation's International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
The continuing message for Harmony Day in 2011 is that Everyone Belongs, which means all Australians are a welcome part of our country, regardless of their background 

To celebrate Harmony Day, WISE Employment will be hosting a breakfast on site from 7.45am and Wasmi will be speaking at the event about his journey to Australia and some of the barriers he has faced in settlement and gaining employment. 
“Now that Wasmi has secured employment, Harmony Day celebrations are going to be all the more worthwhile for him and for us,” says Sharon.
Media are invited to attend the launch event;

Photography and interview opportunities available

Monday 21 March, 7.45am Breakfast
55 North Parade, Mt Druitt

For further information, please contact:

Rebecca Hennessy – PR Coordinator
Mobile: 0413 516 353
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