Supporting Indigenous culture and business

Biripi Elder, Sandy Myers has been a stallholder at the Koorie Night Market since they began in March 2008. She started doing the market to “earn a little pocket money” and has been working on her handicrafts ever since. She says the markets are a great way for communities to come together with their families. “They show the talents of Indigenous people and what Indigenous people can produce.”

WISE Employment is proud to be supporting the Koorie Night Market, providing $71,000 funding to support two part-time Market Coordinators, through the WISE Community Investment (CI) Division. CI Manager David Christian believes that the Market showcases Indigenous talent and provides a way for the community to work together. “We hope that many Indigenous people will start small businesses as a result of the Koorie Night Market and that it continues to enhance their social and economic participation in the community,” he says.

Making her items to sell keeps Sandy busy between markets. “It gives me something to do, most of the things I can do at home, I have arthritis so it’s therapeutic for me.” Sandy says the markets are far reaching in bringing the local Indigenous community together. “It gets us together having fun…one stallholder runs the barbeque and they give their takings to the local Aboriginal basketball team, so the community is helping the community.”

