Women supporting Women
The Seeds of Affinity project was initiated in 2006 by Anna Kemp, a social worker with Correctional Services. Anna wanted to start a new support group for female offenders as she was frustrated by the lack of programs available. “I paid for some lessons for myself to learn how to make toiletries and then Corrections allowed me to spend three hours a week running the same course with some of the inmates,” she says. 
Three years later, she is now running a program where the female participants learn how to produce, manufacture and market the products within a supportive environment. “Many of the women struggle with being in jail and feeling isolated and marginalised, as well as dealing with the negative community perception,” she

explains. “The project creates an environment where they are able to meet their emotional needs, gain a sense of wellbeing and make social networks.” 
In September 2009, Anna took five of the women to Brisbane for the biennial Sisters Inside Conference. “It was a wonderful opportunity for the women to attend the conference and listen to the stories from other people who have had similar experiences,” she explains. “We also had a stall at the conference and that was very exciting for the ladies.“ One of the women has since enrolled in a Certificate II in Primary Health at the local TAFE which has given her enormous confidence.
On 26 August 2010, Anna was awarded the Adult Educator of the Year award as part of Adult Learners week celebrations. She was nominated for the award in recognition of her ongoing work with Seeds of Affinity, by the Bowden Brompton Community Centre, where the program is housed. 
